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of stamps to guide the placing. Others
are for the unillustrated album. If the
first be chosen, it should be one in
which the illustrations are good of their
kind. The plain album will make
necessary a good illustrated catalogue,
such as any leading firm of stamp
dealers issues. If the album selected
has spaces on both sides of the leaves
for stamps, it is advisable to interleave
it with sheets of tissue paper, to pre-
vent the stamps on one page catching
on or rubbing against those on that
opposite. Even where one side only
of the leaves is occupied, interleaving
is recommended to protect the stamps
against rubbing or being marked by
the printing ink of illustrations. Some
stamps are very liable to lose colour by
chafing.

Finally, the  album should be well

" guarded," that is, have what seem to
be the stumps of leaves plentifully
bound in with the leaves themselves.
The " guards " make the empty album
considerably thicker at the back than
at the front, so that as it gets filled it
will not tend to bulge.

Another very important item of
the equipment is a perforation gauge,
with which to find out the number of
perforations in 2 centimetres (about
^ inch) along the edges of a stamp. The
identity of many varieties of stamps
can be established exactly only by
gauge. The gauge should be printed
on stiff card, with the various rows
of round dots corresponding to the
different perforation numbers arranged
round the edges. To use the gauge, a
stamp is presented to the rows of dots
in turn, until one is found which allows

HOW  STAMPS  ARE MOUNTED
" Stamp Mounts " are indispensable to the collector. The " mount" is gummed on one side
and should be folded back at the narrow edge about a depth of -J- inch, gummed side outwards.
Damp the folded part and attach it to the back of the stamp so that the fold is level with the
top edge, as shown in illustration. The remainder of the gummed side is then damped and by
it the stamp can be affixed to the album leaf. As the " fold " acts as a hinge it can be lifted
up and examined for watermark, etc., without being removed.